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JUSTIFICATION 
 
The Public Health Commission is an advisory body. Its primary mission is to make 
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors and the DHS relative to the public health 
needs and concerns as expressed by the citizens of Los Angeles County. The Commission 
also serves as the advisory board for the Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program of 
Los Angeles County, and for the Juvenile Court Health Services Division of DHS. The 
following are some of the Commission’s most significant accomplishments: 
 

• The Commissioners visited the Central Juvenile Hall and discovered that one of the 
recently renovated buildings, which will be used to house the medical program, 
lacked the following important items: 

 
! sinks in the exam, lab, procedure and medication rooms 
! adequate lighting 
! climate control in each room 
! electrical outlets to operate medical and dental equipment 
! phone lines to support nursing stations, charting rooms, lab, x-ray department, 

treatment and medication rooms 
! hot water 
! lead shielding 

 
Based on the Commissioners’ observations, the Commission recommended to 
Richard Shumsky, Chief Probation Officer, that the building be restructured to meet 
State and federal standards.  
 

• The Commission was concerned about the lack of adequate mental health services 
currently available at the juvenile halls and camps. Thus, the Commission drafted a 
letter to Marvin Southard, Director of Mental Health and the Board of Supervisors 
recommending an improvement in mental health services currently available at the 
juvenile halls and camps. This resulted in a Board order to the DHS, Department of 
Mental Health (DMH) and the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 
in which they were to respond within 60 days with a recommendation relating to 
improving health treatment of detainees at Probation. 

 
• To implement the reorganization of public health in Los Angeles County, the 

Commission recommended a budget augmentation for PHP&S of $10 million for FY 
1998-99 and an additional $10 million for FY 1999-00. The Board approved these 
augmentations. 

 
• The Commission participated in a joint task force with representatives from DHS and 

the UCLA School of Public Health to develop a proposal for reorganizing PHP&S. 
The Commission also conducted four Public Health Community Forums to secure 
citizen input on the reorganizing of PHP&S. The community response was positive 
and the Board subsequently approved the proposal. 

 
• The Commission met with various professional members of the community and the 

Department of Health Services regarding concerns about the need to improve the 
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Mission.  (Does the mission statement agree with the Board of Supervisors' purpose and 
expectations?) 
 
 Stated mission is as set forth in the ordinance creating the Commission.  

CONCUR 
 
Section 1.  Relevancy.  (Is the mission still relevant and in agreement with the Board of 
Supervisors' purpose and expectations?) 
 

The Public Health Commission makes recommendations to the Board of 
Supervisors and the Director of Health Services on matters of public health. In 
addition, it oversees the restaurant grading program, the pilot public health nurse-
intensive home visitation program and the directly-observed therapy (DOT) of 
tuberculosis treatment for controlling the resurgence of drug-resistant cases. The 
Commission also serves as the advisory board for the DHS Probation Division. 
RELEVANT 

 
Section 2.  Meetings and Attendance.  (Are required meetings held and is attendance 
satisfactory?) 
 

The Commission held 21 meetings in 1998 and 18 meetings in 1999. Average 
attendance has been 3.4 members.  SATISFACTORY  

 
Sections 3 and 4.  Accomplishments and Results.  (Are listed accomplishments and 
results significant?) 
 

The Commission’s accomplishments/results include: 
• Juvenile Court Health Services – The Commission recommended to Richard 

Shumsky, Chief Probation Officer, that one of the recently renovated buildings 
at Central Juvenile Hall be structured to meet State and federal standards.  

• Juvenile Probation Facilities – The Commission recommended to the Board of 
Supervisors and the Director of Mental Health that mental health services 
available at the Juvenile Halls and Camps be improved. This resulted in a Board 
order to DHS, DMH and DCFS in which they were to respond within 60 days with 
a recommendation relating to improving health treatment of detainees at 
Probation. 

• Supported Budget Augmentation for Public Health – The Commission 
recommended a budget augmentation of $10 million for FY 1998-99 and an 
additional $10 million for FY 1999-00. The Board approved these 
augmentations. 



 
• UCLA Report on Restructuring Public Health Programs & Services (PHP&S) – 

The Commission participated in a joint task force with representatives from DHS 
and the UCLA School of Public Health to develop a proposal for reorganizing 
PHP&S. The Commission also conducted four Public Health Community Forums 
to secure citizen input on the reorganization plan. The task force recommended 
creating eight Public Health Area Offices, appointing a Health Officer as an 
Associate Director for the Department, developing an adequate data information 
communication system, establishing an effective training and recruitment 
program, streamlining County procedures and developing a new program, 
Chronic Disease Control. The community response was positive and the Board 
subsequently approved the proposal. The Commission is monitoring the 
recruitment of the eight Health Officers, who will direct the activities of the newly 
created areas. SIGNIFICANT 

 
Section 5.  Objectives.  (Are the objectives compatible with the mission and goals and 
relevant within the current County environment?)   
 

The Commission’s plans for the future include: 
• Continue to conduct site visits to every health center and other County health 

facilities to the extent possible to assess the quality and effectiveness of public 
health. 

• Work with the Los Angeles County Commission on HIV Health Services to 
create an effective media campaign. Also, determine the effectiveness of the 
DHS HIV Partner Notification Program. 

• Conduct annual hearings, review policy and make an assessment of the 
following DHS Programs: Child Abuse Program, Public Health Laboratory, Toxic 
Epidemiology Program, Environmental Health Services, Lead Screening 
Program, California Children Services, Great Beginnings for Black Babies and 
Black Infant Mortality, Nutrition Program, Health Education Program, 
Tuberculosis Program, Immunizations, Dental Services, Violence Prevention, 
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, and the Tobacco Control 
Program. RELEVANT 

 
Section 6.  Resources.  (Are the resources utilized by the entity in support of the entity's 
activities warranted in terms of the accomplishments and results?) 
 

The Commission voted to reinstate their $25 per month stipend effective May 1, 
2000. Each Commissioner is allocating the stipend to a public health fund to be used 
by public health or the Commission’s Youth Advisors Program. Public Health 
Programs and Services provides staff support approximating $60,000 annually. 
WARRANTED  

  
Section 7.  Recommendation.  EXTEND THE SUNSET REVIEW DATE FOR THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION TO JULY 1, 2004. 
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screening, diagnosis, and treatment of breast cancer victims among high risk, low-
income populations in Los Angeles County. The Breast Health and Cancer Advisory 
Committee proposed that the DHS director establish a mechanism to obtain 
maximum reimbursement for breast cancer treatment and services and allow the 
facilities providing these services to retain the funds in proportion to their 
participation. The Commission sent a letter to the DHS director endorsing this 
proposal and recommended establishing a central program office to coordinate 
these activities and facilitate the Department’s interface as a single unified entity with 
the Los Angeles Breast Cancer Early Detection Regional Partnership. The 
Commission received a positive response on this recommendation.  

 
The Commission’s future goals include: 

 
• Continuing to conduct site visits to every health center and other County health 

facilities to the extent possible to assess the quality and effectiveness of public 
health. 

 
• Working with the Los Angeles County Commission on HIV Health Services to create 

an effective media campaign. Also, determining the effectiveness of the DHS HIV 
Partner Notification Program. 

 
• Conducting annual hearings, reviewing policy and making assessments of the 

following DHS Programs: Child Abuse Program, Public Health Laboratory, Toxic 
Epidemiology Program, Environmental Health Services, Lead Screening Program, 
California Children Services, Great Beginnings for Black Babies and Black Infant 
Mortality, Nutrition Program, Health Education Program, Tuberculosis Program, 
Immunizations, Dental Services, Violence Prevention, Chronic Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion, and the Tobacco Control Program. 

 
The Commission included several attachments to its evaluation form, which are quite 
lengthy. We have not included those attachments here. If you would like copies, please 
contact DeWitt Roberts at (213) 893-0973. 
 
JTM:PM:DR 
Attachments 
 
c: Lawrence D. Roberts, Chair, Public Health Commission 
 Khanh Nguyen, Manager, Commission Services 
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Commissioner Appointed By 3/31/98 6/30/98 9/30/98 12/31/98 3/31/99 6/30/99 9/30/99 12/31/99 3/31/00 Totals % Attend
Number of Meetings per Quarter 6 6 5 4 6 5 4 3 6 45

Ms. Sophia Guel-Valenzuela Molina 6 5 3 4 1 19 70%
Ms. Genevieve Lopez Molina 1 5 6 67%
Mr. Lawrence D. Roberts Burke 6 6 5 3 6 5 3 3 6 43 96%
Lester Breslow, M.D., M.P.H. Yaroslavsky 4 6 5 3 6 5 3 3 6 41 91%
Paul Hirsch, M.D., J.D. Knabe 2 2 3 0 2 0 1 0 10 26%
Patrick T. Dowling, M.D., M.P.H. Knabe 0 0 0%
Ms. Patricia. S. Lachelt Antonovich 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 3 4 35 78%

Totals 22 24 19 14 20 13 11 10 21 154
Average Attendance per Meeting 3.4
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